To support our priority goal of getting students back to in-person learning, safely, DESE is asking school officials to
change classroom configurations to space students farther apart from each other, set up additional classrooms in
libraries, auditoriums, and cafeterias, and make scheduling changes.
As reviewed and advised by the Massachusetts COVID-19 Command Center Medical Advisory Board, schools are
encouraged to aim for a physical distance of 6 feet when feasible, while 3 feet is the minimum distance allowed as
informed by evidence. There is no maximum number for group size, so long as schools adhere to the physical
distancing requirements. We encourage schools to physically measure each classroom in addition to using the
parametric tool to make sure that space is being maximized to the extent possible.
Classroom Diagrams
• The illustrative diagrams provide administrators and teachers ideas about how to space desks to maximize the
number of students in a classroom, using “seat edge” to “seat edge” measurements.
• The diagrams were developed after touring several classrooms and take into account typical desk sizes.
• The diagrams are intended to help school officials begin to think about how to arrange classrooms to
determine what is feasible to return as many students as possible to classrooms, safely.
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Best Practices for Classroom Setup
1. Physical distancing: To the extent possible, aim for desks to be spaced six feet apart, but no fewer
than three feet apart, (edge-of-seat to edge-of-seat) and facing the same direction.
2. Teacher space: Allow adequate space for teachers to ensure safe physical distance from students.
3. Furniture: Consider removing non-essential furniture out of classrooms. Explore storage options
in advance.

4. Communal areas: Consider repurposing communal areas for additional classrooms.
5. Other constraints: When estimating capacity, consider additional constraints that reduce usable
desk space (e.g., emergency fire egress, radiators, immovable furniture, desk/furniture size and type,
camera angles for synchronous learning).
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Example A1: Fits ~32 individual desks with 3’ physical distancing
(Dimensions: 750 sq. ft., 25’ x 30’); with all furniture/equipment removed

6’

Ensure set-up meets
exit routes standards
and health and safety
codes

Teacher space

3’

3’

3’
3’

3’

3’

3’

3’

3’

3’

For flexibility/ease of
movement, include ~6’
of teacher space
0.5’ distance from
wall to perimeter
desks
Desks spaced no fewer
than 3’ apart (edge-ofseat to edge-of-seat)
and facing the same
direction

19’
3’

• Estimated 750 ft2 capacity: ~32
students (with furniture/equipment
removed)
• Capacity estimates will vary
depending on classroom shape, desk
size/type, immovable furniture,
storage capabilities, etc.
• In this scenario, calculated 3’ distance
based on edge-of-seat to edge-of seat
(desk-to-desk measurement would
decrease classroom capacity)1

3’

1 Assumed

30’

1.5’ seat width, 2’ desk width
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Example A2: Fits ~25 individual desks with 3’ physical distancing
(Dimensions: 750 sq. ft., 25’ x 30’)

6’

Ensure set-up meets
exit routes standards
and health and safety
codes

Teacher space

3’

3’

For flexibility/ease of
movement, include ~6’
of teacher space

3’

0.5’ distance from
wall to perimeter
desks

3’
3’

3’

3’

3’

3’

15’
3’

Desks spaced no fewer
than 3’ apart (edge-ofseat to edge-of-seat)
and facing the same
direction

3’

4’

Reserved for immovable furniture, equipment, radiators, etc.
30’

Large furniture ideally
removed or relocated to
maximize available space
for student desks

• Estimated 750 ft2 capacity: ~25
students

• Capacity estimates will vary
depending on classroom shape, desk
size/type, immovable furniture,
storage capabilities, etc.
• In this scenario, calculated 3’ distance
based on edge-of-seat to edge-of seat
(desk-to-desk measurement would
decrease classroom capacity)1

1 Assumed

1.5’ seat width, 2’ desk width
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Example A3: Fits ~30 individual desks with 3’ physical distancing
(Dimensions: 750 sq. ft., 25’ x 30’); with all furniture/equipment removed

6’

Ensure set-up meets
exit routes standards
and health and safety
codes

Teacher space

3’

3’
3’
3’
3’

19’

3’

3’

3’

3’

For flexibility/ease of
movement, include ~6’
of teacher space

3’

0.5’ distance from
wall to perimeter
desks

3’

Desks spaced no fewer
than 3’ apart (edge-ofseat to edge-of-seat)
and facing the same
direction
30’
Potential reduction in number of desks if classroom has a door outside of the teacher space

• Estimated 750 ft2 capacity: ~30
students (with furniture/equipment
removed)
• Capacity estimates will vary
depending on classroom shape, desk
size/type, immovable furniture,
storage capabilities, etc.
• In this scenario, calculated 3’ distance
based on edge-of-seat to edge-of seat
(desk-to-desk measurement would
decrease classroom capacity)1
1 Assumed

1.5’ seat width, 2’ desk width
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Example A4: Fits ~23 individual desks with 3’ physical distancing
(Dimensions: 750 sq. ft., 25’ x 30’)

6’

Ensure set-up meets
exit routes standards
and health and safety
codes

Teacher space

3’

3’

For flexibility/ease of
movement, include ~6’
of teacher space

3’

0.5’ distance from
wall to perimeter
desks

3’
3’

3’

3’

3’

3’

15’
3’

Desks spaced no fewer
than 3’ apart (edge-ofseat to edge-of-seat)
and facing the same
direction
4’

Reserved for immovable furniture, equipment, radiators, etc.

Large furniture ideally
removed or relocated to
maximize available space
for student desks

30’
Potential reduction in number of desks if classroom has a door outside of the teacher space

• Estimated 750 ft2 capacity: ~23
students

• Capacity estimates will vary
depending on classroom shape, desk
size/type, immovable furniture,
storage capabilities, etc.
• In this scenario, calculated 3’ distance
based on edge-of-seat to edge-of seat
(desk-to-desk measurement would
decrease classroom capacity)1

1 Assumed

1.5’ seat width, 2’ desk width
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Example B1: Fits ~28 4’ dual desks with 3’ physical distancing
(Dimensions: 750 sq. ft., 25’ x 30’); with all furniture/equipment removed

6’

Ensure set-up meets
exit routes standards
and health and safety
codes

Teacher space

For flexibility/ease of
movement, include ~6’
of teacher space
3’
2’

2’
3’

3’

3’

3’

19’
3’

3’

3’

Desks spaced no
fewer than 3’ apart
and facing the same
direction

4’ desks intended for
two students can only
accommodate one
under distancing
requirements

3’

• Estimated 750 ft2 capacity: ~28
students (with furniture/equipment
removed)
• Capacity estimates will vary
depending on classroom shape, desk
size/type, immovable furniture,
storage capabilities, etc.
• In this scenario, calculated 3’ distance
based on edge-of-seat to edge-of seat
(desk-to-desk measurement would
decrease classroom capacity)1
1 Assumed

30’

1.5’ seat width, 4’ desk width
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Example B2: Fits ~22 4’ dual desks with 3’ physical distancing
(Dimensions: 750 sq. ft., 25’ x 30’)

6’

Ensure set-up meets
exit routes standards
and health and safety
codes

Teacher space

For flexibility/ease of
movement, include ~6’
of teacher space
3’
2’

2’
3’

15’

3’

3’

3’

3’

3’

4’ desks intended for
two students can only
accommodate one
under distancing
requirements

3’

4’

Desks spaced no fewer
than 3’ apart and facing
the same direction

Reserved for immovable furniture, equipment, radiators, etc.

Large furniture ideally
removed or relocated to
maximize available space
for student desks

30’

• Estimated 750 ft2 capacity: ~22
students
• Capacity estimates will vary
depending on classroom shape, desk
size/type, immovable furniture,
storage capabilities, etc.
• In this scenario, calculated 3’ distance
based on edge-of-seat to edge-of seat
(desk-to-desk measurement would
decrease classroom capacity)1

1 Assumed

1.5’ seat width, 4’ desk width
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Example B3: Fits ~26 4’ dual desks with 3’ physical distancing
(Dimensions: 750 sq. ft., 25’ x 30’); with all furniture/equipment removed

6’

Ensure set-up meets
exit routes standards
and health and safety
codes

Teacher space

For flexibility/ease of
movement, include ~6’
of teacher space
3’
2’

2’
3’

3’

19’
3’

3’

3’

3’

3’

3’

Desks spaced no
fewer than 3’ apart
and facing the same
direction

4’ desks intended for
two students can only
accommodate one
under distancing
requirements

30’
Potential reduction in number of desks if classroom has a door outside of the teacher space

• Estimated 750 ft2 capacity: ~26
students (with furniture/equipment
removed)
• Capacity estimates will vary
depending on classroom shape, desk
size/type, immovable furniture,
storage capabilities, etc.
• In this scenario, calculated 3’ distance
based on edge-of-seat to edge-of seat
(desk-to-desk measurement would
decrease classroom capacity)1
1 Assumed

1.5’ seat width, 4’ desk width
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Example B4: Fits ~20 4’ dual desks with 3’ physical distancing
(Dimensions: 750 sq. ft., 25’ x 30’)

6’

Ensure set-up meets
exit routes standards
and health and safety
codes

Teacher space

For flexibility/ease of
movement, include ~6’
of teacher space
3’
2’

2’
3’

3’

3’

3’

3’

15’

Desks spaced no fewer
than 3’ apart and facing
the same direction
4’ desks intended for
two students can only
accommodate one
under distancing
requirements

4’

Reserved for immovable furniture, equipment, radiators, etc.

Large furniture ideally
removed or relocated to
maximize available space
for student desks

30’

• Estimated 750 ft2 capacity: ~20
students
• Capacity estimates will vary
depending on classroom shape, desk
size/type, immovable furniture,
storage capabilities, etc.
• In this scenario, calculated 3’ distance
based on edge-of-seat to edge-of seat
(desk-to-desk measurement would
decrease classroom capacity)1

1 Assumed

1.5’ seat width, 4’ desk width

Potential reduction in number of desks if classroom has a door outside of the teacher space
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Example C1: Fits ~27 individual desks with 3’ physical distancing
(Dimensions: 750 sq. ft., 30’ at widest / 20 at narrowest x 30’)
30’

Ensure set-up meets exit
routes standards and
health and safety codes
For flexibility/ease of
movement, include ~6’
of teacher space

Teacher space

6’

1.8’
3’

3’

3’

3’

24’

3’

3’

3’

Desks spaced no fewer than 3’
apart (edge-of-seat to edge-ofseat) and facing the same
direction

Isometric desk arrangements
may be optimal for nonrectangular classrooms

3’

3’

Could increase desk
spacing if desks
shifted out to walls

3’

• Estimated 750 ft2 capacity: ~27
students
• Capacity estimates will vary
depending on classroom shape, desk
size/type, immovable furniture,
storage capabilities, etc.
• In this scenario, calculated 3’ distance
based on edge-of-seat to edge-of seat
(desk-to-desk measurement would
decrease classroom capacity)1

1 Assumed

20’

1.5’ seat width, 2’ desk width

11

DRAFT for discussion only

DRAFT - CONFIDENTIAL, PROPRIETARY, PRE -DECISIONAL

Example C2: Fits ~24 individual desks with 3’ physical distancing
(Dimensions: 750 sq. ft., 30’ at widest / 20 at narrowest x 30’)
30’

Ensure set-up meets exit
routes standards and health
and safety codes

Teacher space

6’

For flexibility/ease of
movement, include ~6’
of teacher space

3’

3’
3’

3’

3’

3’

3’

3’

3’

3’

Isometric desk arrangements
may be optimal for nonrectangular classrooms

3’

Desks spaced no fewer than
3’ apart (edge-of-seat to
edge-of-seat) and facing the
same direction

20’
3’

3’

4’

3’

3’

Could increase desk
spacing if desks
shifted out to walls

3’

Reserved for immovable furniture,
equipment, radiators, etc.

20’

Large furniture ideally
removed or relocated to
maximize available space
for student desks

• Estimated 750 ft2 capacity: ~24
students
• Capacity estimates will vary
depending on classroom shape, desk
size/type, immovable furniture,
storage capabilities, etc.
• In this scenario, calculated 3’ distance
based on edge-of-seat to edge-of seat
(desk-to-desk measurement would
decrease classroom capacity)1

1 Assumed

1.5’ seat width, 2’ desk width

12

DRAFT for discussion only

DRAFT - CONFIDENTIAL, PROPRIETARY, PRE -DECISIONAL

Example C1: Fits ~25 individual desks with 3’ physical distancing
(Dimensions: 750 sq. ft., 30’ at widest / 20 at narrowest x 30’)
30’

Ensure set-up meets exit
routes standards and
health and safety codes
For flexibility/ease of
movement, include ~6’
of teacher space

Teacher space

6’

1.8’
3’

3’

3’

3’

24’

3’

3’

3’

Desks spaced no fewer than 3’
apart (edge-of-seat to edge-ofseat) and facing the same
direction

Isometric desk arrangements
may be optimal for nonrectangular classrooms

3’

3’

Could increase desk
spacing if desks
shifted out to walls

3’

20’

Potential reduction in number
of desks if classroom has a
door outside of the teacher
space

• Estimated 750 ft2 capacity: ~25
students
• Capacity estimates will vary
depending on classroom shape, desk
size/type, immovable furniture,
storage capabilities, etc.
• In this scenario, calculated 3’ distance
based on edge-of-seat to edge-of seat
(desk-to-desk measurement would
decrease classroom capacity)1

1 Assumed

1.5’ seat width, 2’ desk width
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Example C2: Fits ~22 individual desks with 3’ physical distancing
(Dimensions: 750 sq. ft., 30’ at widest / 20 at narrowest x 30’)
30’

Ensure set-up meets exit
routes standards and
health and safety codes

Teacher space

6’

For flexibility/ease of
movement, include ~6’
of teacher space

3’

3’
3’

3’

3’

3’
3’

3’

3’

3’

Isometric desk arrangements
may be optimal for nonrectangular classrooms

3’

Desks spaced no fewer than
3’ apart (edge-of-seat to
edge-of-seat) and facing the
same direction

20’
3’

Could increase desk
spacing if desks
shifted out to walls

3’

4’

3’

3’

Reserved for immovable furniture,
equipment, radiators, etc.
20’

Large furniture ideally
removed or relocated to
maximize available space
for student desks

• Estimated 750 ft2 capacity: ~22
students
• Capacity estimates will vary
depending on classroom shape, desk
size/type, immovable furniture,
storage capabilities, etc.
• In this scenario, calculated 3’ distance
based on edge-of-seat to edge-of seat
(desk-to-desk measurement would
decrease classroom capacity)1

1 Assumed

1.5’ seat width, 2’ desk width

Potential reduction in number of desks if classroom has a door outside of the teacher space
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Appendix
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Example – Common Safety Violations in School Classrooms (1/2)

Source: Dennis-Yarmouth regional school district
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Example – Common Safety Violations in School Classrooms (2/2)

Source: Dennis-Yarmouth regional school district
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